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King and Shaw win Bassmaster High School Championship
 From The Fishing Wire.com 

 DAYTON, Tenn. — Gage King 
and Banks Shaw of Sale Creek 
High School defended their 
home-lake advantage Saturday, 
landing three bass that weighed 
20-11 to win the Mossy Oak 
Fishing Bassmaster High School 
National Championship pre-
sented by Academy Sports + 
Outdoors with a three-day total 
of 45-6. 
  Shaw and King earned a $5,000 
scholarship as well as the $2,000 
Hunter Owens Big Bag of the 
Tournament scholarship pre-
sented by the parents of Hunter 
Owens, a former high school an-
gler who died in a car crash. 
Drury University, Bryan College 
and Bethel University also pre-
sented the winners with scholar-
ship opportunities to their 
respective schools. 
 Hayes White and Tiger Manuel 
from Sulphur High School in 
Louisiana finished second with 
39-5, and the Backwoods Bassin’ 
team of John Nutt and Carter 
Nutt earned third with 37-9. 
  “This is the best thing that has 
ever happened to me, to be hon-
est with you,” King said. “People 
don’t understand how hard fish-
ing really is until you get out here 
and do it and do it all year. On 

MEMPHIS, TN– As part of a 
trade to be finalized later, the 
Memphis Grizzlies have agreed 
in principle to acquire the draft 
rights to wing Ziaire Williams 
(zy-air), the No. 10 overall pick 
in the 2021 NBA Draft, from the 
New Orleans Pelicans. 
 Williams (6-8 ¼, 185) was 
named a top-10 finalist for the 
2020-21 Julius Erving Small For-
ward of the Year Award as a 
freshman at Stanford, where he 

our home lake, we had to put it 
together and figure it out. We 
know the fish that are there, it’s 
just timing when you can get 
them to bite.” 
  Shaw and King started the tour-
nament with a disappointing 8-2, 
but they battled back on Day 2 
and caught 16-9 to jump into 
fourth place and secure their spot 
in the championship round. 
 “We went home beating our 
heads in, thinking, ‘We are over-
thinking this. We just have to go 
fish,’” King said. “We tried 
something new and it ended up 
working for us.” 

 Along with some grassy areas, 
the Sale Creek team targeted 
springs on Chickamauga, using 
a jig, drop shot and a magnum 
spoon to trigger bites. Most of 
their weight on Day 2 and their 
6-pounder on Day 3 were caught 
on the spoon. 
 “It’s something you can get to 
that is a little more sneaky,” 
Shaw said. “The fish load in it, 
and a lot of times there’s a lot 
bigger fish. They don’t get as 
much pressure as they do on 
ledges. It is something I have al-
ways done and you can go there 
and get bit quick.” 

 Shaw added that without Garmin 
LiveScope, the team wouldn’t 
have weighed in most of the bass 
they caught this week. 
 “It was one of those deals where 
he was watching them and I was 
right there with the net and as 
soon as he stuck one, I was right 
there,” King said. 
  When Shaw arrived at Dayton 
Boat Dock on Championship 
Saturday, however, he said he 
had a ‘gut feeling’ that he and 
King needed to try a spot they 
hadn’t fished all week. 
  “It’s so tough right now and 
hard to stay consistent,” Shaw 
said. “You need to run new water. 
We started on a place we hadn’t 
fished all week. We caught an 8-
5 and caught our third-biggest 
one. 
 “That got the momentum going 
for sure. At that moment, I knew 
if we could put two more 3-
pounders in the boat we had a 
good shot. I had already beaten 
my goal for the day.” 
 From there, Shaw and King 
moved through several different 
grassy areas of the lake, filling 
their limit and catching multiple 
4-pound fish, none of which 
helped their cause. Toward the 
end of the day, however, they 
moved back to the spring where 

they caught several big fish Fri-
day and landed a 6-13 large-
mouth, pushing their bag over 20 
pounds. 
  White and Manuel jumped from 
seventh to second on the final 
day thanks to a 16-pound bag, 
the second largest of Champion-
ship Saturday. Although they 
normally spend their time fishing 
shallow on their home lakes of 
Toledo Bend and the Sabine 
River, the Sulphur High duo 
fished out of their comfort zone 
this week, focusing their efforts 
on a hump around a bluff wall 
they found on the first day. 
  “We tried to start with topwater, 
but when the sun came up we 
went and fished a deep bluff 
bank,” Manuel said. “We were 
fishing the bank and we looked 
down at the graph and there was 
a school of big ones there. We 
had 12 pounds the first day from 
that.” 
  Once they located the school, 
they fished it every day of the 
tournament, mainly using a drop 
shot, a technique they seldom use 
back home. Those bass were also 
relating to the current and once 
that current kicked up, Manuel 
said the fish would move to the 
top of the hump. 
  On the final day, they went to 

their primary spot and did not 
catch a fish for several hours. 
Once the current increased, ho-
wever, White and Manual landed 
a 5-pounder and a 7-12 large-
mouth. After that, the spot did not 
produce. 
  “I knew that spot had to fall 
apart sometime. We fished it all 
week and tried not to fish it out,” 
White said. “We had looked at 
some stuff yesterday before we 
came in and caught one that 
kept.” 
 Manuel upgraded one more time 
right before check-in by throwing 
a spoon around a marina, a tech-
nique he had never tried. After 
not finding a big bite on Day 1, 
Carter and John caught 12-10 on 
Day 2 to sneak into the cut and 
then 15-8 on the final day to fin-
ish in third place. The duo caught 
around 15 bass total on the final 
day. 
  “We fished the same stuff and 
lucked into a big bite today and 
yesterday,” John said. “We had 
one the first day but we just 
didn’t get it in the boat. I’m just 
happy we were able to make it as 
far as we did.” 
Whether it was in a creek or on 
the main lake, Carter said they 
were targeting schools of bass 
with a drop shot, a spoon and a 
football jig. 
 Along with their finish at this 
event, John and Carter won a 
state championship on Chicka-
mauga a month ago and used 
their experience from that event 
to help them this week. 
 Connor Mason and Archer 
Reese from Meigs County High 
School secured Big Bass of the 
Tournament honors with the 8-11 
largemouth they caught on Day 
1, earning a $200 scholarship. 
The Bassmaster High School Series 
National Championship tournament 
was hosted by the Rhea Economic & 
Tourism Council, Bryan College and 
Fish Dayton. 

Gage King and Banks Shaw of Sale Creek High School won 
the Mossy Oak Fishing Bassmaster High School National 
Championship. (Photo/Courtesy: Bassmaster)

Obama joins NBA Africa as strategic partner 
from sports page 2

Strategic investors in NBA Africa 
include a consortium led by Ba-
batunde “Tunde” Folawiyo, 
Chairman and CEO of Yinka Fo-
lawiyo Group, and Helios Fair-
fax Partners Corporation (HFP), 
led by Co-CEO Tope Lawani.  
Additional investors in NBA Af-
rica include NBA Legends Junior 
Bridgeman, Luol Deng (South 
Sudan), Grant Hill, Ian Mahinmi 
(France; ties to Benin), Dikembe 
Mutombo (Democratic Republic 
of the Congo) and Joakim Noah 
(ties to Cameroon).

 The NBA has a decades-long 
history in Africa and opened its 
African headquarters in Johan-
nesburg in 2010.  Since then, the 
league’s efforts on the continent 
have focused on increasing ac-
cess to basketball and the NBA 
through social responsibility, 
grassroots and elite devel-
opment, media distribution, cor-
porate partnerships, NBA Africa 
Games, the launch of the BAL, 
and more. 
 
 The inaugural BAL season was 

broadcast to fans in 215 coun-
tries and territories in 15 lan-
guages.   
 
 On Sunday, May 30, Zamalek 
(Egypt) defeated US Monastir 
(Tunisia) 76-63 to win the first 
BAL Championship.  Fans can 
follow @NBA_Africa and 
@theBAL on Facebook, Insta-
gram, Twitter and YouTube.  
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averaged 10.7 points, 4.6 re-
bounds and 2.2 assists in 27.8 
minutes in 20 games. The 19-
year-old recorded the second tri-
ple-double in program history 
with 12 points, 12 rebounds and 
10 assists on Jan. 7 vs. Washing-
ton and earned Naismith Trophy 
Player of the Week honors on 
Jan. 11.The California native 
won a gold medal with USA Bas-
ketball at the 2019 U19 FIBA 
World Cup. 


